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had been represented to me, and I soon relieved
them by my remedies. As there was a Church
there, and a great number of cabins, I remained
some days, in order to revive the fervor of my
Neophytes by frequent instructions and by partici-
pation in the sacraments. Our Savages have such
confidence in the Missionary who directs them that
they reveal to him with an admirable openness of
heart everything that occurs during his absence;
therefore, if any disturbance takes place, or if any
one gives cause for scandal, the Missionary, when
informed of it, is in a position to remedy the evil,
and to prevent the grievous consequences that might
follow.

I was obliged to separate from my Neophytes
sooner than I could have wished; the good old man
whom I had left so sick, and the illness of Monsieur
Bergier, continually disturbed me, and urged me to
return to the village, that I might hear news of
them. Accordingly I ascended the Mississipi, but
it was with great toil; I had only one Savage with
me, and his lack of skill obliged me to paddle
continually, or to use the pole. After all, I arrived
in time at the cabin of this fervent Christian who
was dying; he confessed for the last time, and
received the holy Viaticum with great devotion,—
exhorting his son and all around him to live according
to the precepts of the Gospel, and to persevere even
until their last breath in the Faith that they had
embraced.

As soon as I had reached our village, I wished to
go to see Monsieur Bergier; but the people opposed
this, alleging as a cause that, no one having brought
news of him,—as had been promised in case he were



